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1. LABOR SECRETARY BLAS OPLE DISCUSSED APRIL 7-15 

ASIAN LABOR MINISTERS CONEERENCE IN AUSTRALIA WITH LABATT 
ON lANUARY 16 AS EOLLOWS: AUSTRALIAN INVITATIONS TO BOTH 
KOREAS AND BOTH VIETNAMS -PLUS PRC-TO ATTEND CON- 
EERENCE POSES OBVIOUS COMPLICATIONS. WHILE OPLE BELIEVED 
PRECEDENT EXISTED EOR BOTH KOREAS ATTENDING REGIONAL 
MEETING, DID NOT THINK SAME APPLIED TO VIETNAMS. PRC HAD 
YET TO PARTICIPATE IN ILO ACTIVITIES, BUT IN VIEW GROWING 
CHINESE INTEREST IN SE ASIAN AEEAIRS, THEY MIGHT WELL 
ACCEPT INVITATION. 

2. WITH REGARD MEETING OE ASEAN NATIONS LABOR MINISTERS IN 
JAKARTA (PARA 2, REETEL), OPLE PROPOSES RECOMMEND DATE BE 
CHANGED FROM END FEBRUARY TO PERIOD EARLY APRIL IMMEDIATELY 
PRECEDING ASIAN CONFERENCE. THIS WOULD SAVE TIME AND MONEY 
AND DELEGATES COULD PROCEED DIRECTEY TO AUSTRALIA. 

3. IT WILL BE ASIA'S TURN TO HOLD 1975 ILO CONFERENCE 
PRESIDENCY, AND OPLE OPTIMISTIC ASIAN GROUP WILL NAME HIM 
AS ITS CANDIDATE. IN ADDITION ASEAN SUPPORT, HE BELIEVES 
HE HAS BACKING OUF AUSTRALIA, NEW ZEALAND, PAKISTAN, AND 

SRI LANKA. JAPAN AND INDIAN HAVE SO FAR REMAINED UNCOMMITTED 
REAGARDING HIS CANDIDACY, ALTHOUGH HE UNDERSTANDS INDIA 
APPROACHED INDONESIA UNSUCCESSFULLY REQUESTING SUPPORT 
FOR POSSIBLE INDIAN CANDIDATE. INTERFERENCE BY ARAB 
NATIONS A DISTINCT POSSIBILITY ACCORDING OPLE. THEY 
WOULD TEND TO LOBBY FOR CANDIDATE FROM ISLAMIC NATION, 
PREFERABLY IRAN. ILO SESSION COUED BE TUMULTOUS ONE IF 
ARAB NATIOONS INSIST ON INTERJECTING POLITICAL ISSUES, AND 
IN THAT SENSE, HE WUULD NOT RELISH PRESIDING. NONETHELESS, 

OPLE FELT THAT AS FILIPINO HE COULD ASSUME NECESSARY POSITION 
OF IMPARTIALITY AND FIRMNESS BASED ON ILO CONSTITUTION. 

4. COMMENT: FROM STANDPOINT U.S. INTERESTS, THERE 
EVERY REASON TO BELIEVE THAT OPLE WOULD BE GOOD CHOICE. 

IN DEALINGS WITH BOTH EMBASSY AND AAFLI REGIONAL HEAD- 
QUARTERS IN MANILA, HE HAS BEEN FRIENDEY AND COOPERATIVE. 

HIS CURRENT POSITION AS SPOKESMAN IN ILO FOR ASIAN LABOR 
MINISTERS PROBABLY MAKES HIM MOST LOGICAL CANDIDATE OF 
ASIAN BLOC. 
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